Classroom Activity Template
Instructor: Jennifer Fadden
Title

What is your opinion?   
Time 1.5 hours

Objectives: 

Language: 
Students will be able to generate opinion statements and solicit the opinion of others.  Students will practice phrases the convey agreement and disagreement.

Computer:  Students will be able to demonstrate their ability to make bar graphs manually on a spread sheet.  Skills to be taught:  the color fill function. 
Language Level


Intermediate to advanced

Prerequisite computer skills  

Using the mouse, typing, clicking and dragging

Preparation 

Prepare 1-2 opinion statements.  Example:  Students should wear uniforms to school.  Do you agree?  

Steps for conducting the activity

1. Teach/review fact and opinion statements and necessary vocabulary/phrases (agree/disagree, I think so too. I agree with that.)    

2. Practice as a class with the prepared statements.  Tally the  answers and put them on the board. E.g. Students should wear uniforms to school.  Do you agree?  Is this a good idea?

3. Put students in pairs or in small groups. Have each group create 4 opinion statements on which they would like to get others’ opinions.  

4. Tell the students to ask 5 or more people the 4 questions in their survey.  Each question should be asked to 5+ people.  Students may break up to gather opinions. If  time is limited have students ask only 1 or 2 of the questions to 5 people. Variation:  students could choose 2 questions to ask each person in the class to get full class tallies.  

5. Have groups share their results.

6. As a class, go back to your example.  Demonstrate how to make a bar graph  in Excel representing the answers of the students to your example statements. Depending on your class, you may want to make a bar graph on the board first.  

7. During the demonstration, point out the following:

· how to click in boxes to type, 

· how to move from one box to another

· how to make columns and rows bigger

· How to choose a color and how to copy it to other cells. 

8. Have students work alone or in pairs to make bar graphs for their results.

9. While the students are working, you can show them different aspects of excel as requested (hoe to make text larger, etc…).

10. Demonstrate the language to report the results.  For example: 5 out of 13 students agree that students should wear uniforms in school.  Ask volunteers to share their results with the class. 

